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WAR DEPARTMENT, 
JANUARY 19, 1820. 


Sir: In compliance with the resolution of the honorable the House 
ef Representatives, of the 20th ultimo, requiring the Secretary of 
War to state to the House, ** whether, in pursuance of the act of the 
18th of March, 1818, any pensions have been granted, which, for 
reasons Which he will state, ought not to have been granted, and what 
course has been pursued in relation to such pensions, or those to 
whom they may have been granted, and the number and names of 
those who have been placed upon the pension list from each state, un- 
der the said law: and, also, the regulations adopted by the War De- 
partment, in relation to the examination and admission of claims for 
pensions under the said act;’? L have the honor to transmit a list, 
eontaining the name. rank. and line, of every person inscribed on the 
pension roll, under that act. 

The description of persons, whose pensions have been granted im- 
properly, may be comprised in the following ¢susses:— 

Ist. ‘Those who served in corps which. “at first, were considered 
continental, but which, on full inquiry, proved not to be so. The 
course pursued, in relation to such cases, has been to drop the names 
from the rolls. ‘The names of such persons will be found on the list 
transmitted, with the proper remarks annexed. 

2dly. ‘Those who are not in such reduced circumstances in life as 
to need the assistance of their country for support. In cases where 
satisfactory proof has been adduced, that the pensioners were not in 
needy circumstances, their names have been dront from the rolls. 
The names of such persons are also on the list, with suitable remarks. 

It may be proper here to observe, that. in some cases, where infor- 
mation has been received that the pensioners, cr persons applying 
for pensions, are not in such circumstances as to need assistance, their 
Claims have been suspended. ‘The names of such pensioners are like- 
wise noted on the list. 

The accompanying statement, of the amount of funds placed in the 
hands of each agent ‘of the United States, for paying pensioners, will, 
so far as is practicable, shew the amount paid in cach state, for the 
year commencing with the 5th of September, 1818, and ending with 
the 4th of September, 1819, inclusive. 


“ [55] 


For information, concerning the regulations adopted in regard to 
the examination of claims under the act, I would respectfully refer 
you to my letter of the 22d ultimo, to the Chairman of the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, which was contained in the report to the 
House of Representatives, on the 28th ultimo. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. C. CALHOUN. 


Hon. H. Cray, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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